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Raise  Questions  on  Hushes’  Death 

o 


Special  to  The  Washington  Post 

ACAPULCO,  Mexico,  April  15— 
Mexican  authorities  investigating 
the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
death  of  Howard  Hughes  have  raised 
the  question  of  whether  the  billion- 
aire was  alive  or  dead  when  he  was 
taken  from  Mexico  10  days  ago. 

A 103-page  report  including  testi- 
mony taken  by  the  Mexican  attor- 
ney general’s  office  cites  a Mexican 
doctor's  judgment  that  Hughes  “had 
only  three  or  four  more  hours  to 
live”  as  of  6 a.m.  April  5 and  the 
fact  that  Hughes’  plane  did  not 
leave  Acapulco  for  another  six 
hours.  # 

The  report  does  not  offer  any 
direct  evidence,  however,  to  refute 
Hughes’  doctors’  statement  that  the 
rich  recluse  died  another  hour  and 


a half  later,  in  U.S.  airspace,  while  • Also,  they  said,  enormous 
being  flown  to  a Houston  hospital.  amounU  of  papers  were  {ound 
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The  pilot  and  copilot  of  the  plane 
that  brought  Hughes  from  Mexico — 
both  of  whom  had  flown  charters 
for  Hughes’  financial  empire  before 
—said  after  landing  in  this  country 
' that  the  patient  loaded  on  the  plane 
had  shown  signs  of  life,  such  as 
moving  his  lips. 

Unfamiliar  with  Hughes’  decretive 
way  of  life,'  Mexican  authorities 
cited  as  suspicious  several  circum- 
stances surrounding  his  entourage’s 
stay  in  Mexico: 

• Police  who  searched  the  Hughes 
quarters  in  a luxury  hotel  here  say 
they  were  unable  to  detect  a single 
fingerprint  on  Hughes’  wheelchair 
or  bed,  on  furniture,  doors,  type- 
writers or  any  of  the  other  office  or 
medical  equipment  left  behind. 


have  been  shredded  and  left  behind 
in  three  plastic  trash  bags. 

• The  windows  of  the  room  in 
which  the  ailing  Hughes  had  stayed 
were  found  boarded  up. 

• In  vestigia  tors  quote  a Hughes’ 
aide  as  saying  during  questioning 
that  Hughes  was  supposed  to  sign 
“very  important  papers”  on  Satur- 
day, two  days  before  his  death,  but 
that  he  could  not  do  so  because  he 
did  not  regain  consciousness  The 
investigators  speculate  that  the 
“papers”  might  have  been  a new 
will  or  codicils  to  an  existing  will. 

• Several  documents  relating  to 
the  entry  into  Mexico  of  the  nine- 
man  Hughes  group  on  Feb.  11  were 
discovered  to  be  missing  from  Mex- 


ican government  files,  and  the  In- 
vestigation indicated  that  the 
Hughes  party  had  left  Mexico  with- 
out  providing  the  medical  certi-’ 
ficate  required  by  law  for  the  de- 
parture  of  a seriously  ill  person: 
The  office  of  the  Mexican  at- 
torney general  began  investigating 
the  circumstances  surrounding 
Huges  more  than  a month  ago,  when 
it  was  discovered  that,  in  the  words 
of  the  report,  he  had  been  “virtual- 
ly smuggled  into  the  country.”' 
The  federal  attorney  report  quo- 
tas a Hughes  aide,  Eric  Bundy 
as  saying  that  he  had  paid 
Mexican  customs  officials  a $3,000 
“gratuity”  to  obtain  release  of  of- 
fice and  medical  equipment  that 
had  been  held  at  the  airport  after 
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HUGHES,  From  A1 

Hughes  and  eight  aides  arrived  in 
from  .^e  Bahamas  at  5 a.m. 

Tr..«2rUmon3: in  .the  reP°rt  says  that 
iijffhes  and  his  party  were  met 

PWnthC  ™s!s*ant  manager  of  the 
Hotel,  two  Hughes  advance 

t.he  surprise  of  police 
officials — the  two  top  local  immi- 

5[?  l0?  officials,  who  had  been  sum- 

dicH  ,t0u  ^ airP°rt  "to  receive 
distinguished  hotel  guests." 

wTh,t  reP°rt  says  tfat  the  group 
left  the  airport  without  completing 
tho  usual  .forms  ,.fcr  the  airplane 
or  »ts  passengers.  <*>  ./•  . 

fhJ/10  pap.ers  were  completed  later 

thp1^0™1”8-’  the  report  but' 
[w°  ‘“migration  officials  were 
not  actually  present  when  the  im- 
migration documents  were  signed 
Mexican  officials  expressed 
suspicion  at  the  “isolation"  of  ihe 
Hughes  group,  and  the  report  an- 
pears  to  hint  at  doubts  that  Hughes 
Ume  Hb  e l°  funotion  during  ^ the 

“There  is  no  evidence  from  the 
few  people  who  say  they  saw  him," 

>t  says,  that  Hughes  "made  any  re- 

with  H,0°r  deMisions  or  even  dealt 
with  the  smallest  matter." 

nfAH°iiIer  points’  the  report  speaks 
°,*“5,he,?  a*  being  “kept  ineom- 
municado  and  questioning  whether 
J'k  Physical  condition”  permitted 
nim  to  act  according  to  his  will  ’’ 
Three  Mexican  police  investiga- 

whv  thXPHeSSud  puzz,en>ent  as  to 
why  the  Hughes  group— which  thev 
said  included  two  of  his  four  private 
physicians  — had  called  in  a Mexi- 
can  doctor  A third  Hughes  physic- 
mn  arrived  with  a suitcase  full  of 
medicine  on  the  morning  of  his 
death,  the  investigators  said. 

“What  did  they  need  outside 

asked  a poiice  °- 
ficial.  What  were  they  trying  to 
prove?  It  seems  that  their  8 ln 

luilSal7v?  10  S"°W  ‘hat  Hughes  was 


The  Mexican  physician,  army  Lt 

Sd  tlTr  ;Ma,!l,el  Montemayor, 
smd  that  a two-heur  examination 

*e  conducted  showed  the  pa- 
tient to  be  in  critical  condition  un- 
conscious  and  suffering  from  severe 
dehydration,  kidney  failure  and  a 
number  of  other  serious  ailments. 

He  told  the. federal  attorney  that 
he  had  expressed  surprise  to 
phUJl,  S d0CJ.°J's  at  the  Patient’s 
ph  ? i.COndlt,on-  0ne  of  them  re- 
plied,  Montemayor  said,  that 
Hughes  was  a difficult  man  who 
resisted  medical  treatment. 

Montemayor  said  he  asked  how 
this  could  be,  if  the  patient  had 
been  unconscious  for  three  davs  - 
as  he- was  told,  ’ 

..  ^eTTalsoLtoId  federal  investigators 
that  Hughes  seemed  to  be  addicted 
to  codeine,  which  apparently  was 
used  mainly  to  deal  with  pain  in 
the  pelvic  region. 

Montemayor  testified  that  he  had 
told  Eric  Bundy— the  Hughes  aide 
the  doctor  says  he  took  to  be  in 
charge—  that  Hughes  would  need 
intensive  care  and  that  the  case  was 
‘a  race  against  time.” 

He  says  that  he  called  for  larger 
oxygen  tanks,  although  there  were 
some  small  ones  in  the  room,  and 
said  it  was  obvious  to  him  that 
Hughes’  staff  expected  their  boss 
to  die  soon. 

’ This  situation  led  the  Mexican 
police  to  express  puzzlement  over 
why  it  was  another  four  hours  be- 
fore Hughes  was  flown  out  of  Mex- 
ico aboard  the  private  ambulance 
plane  that  had  arrived  earlier  that 
morning. 

The  Acapulco  police  say  that  the 
exact  circumstances  of  Hughes' 
death  may  never  be  known,  point- 
ing out  that  the  case  is  outside  their 
jurisdiction  because  there  is  no 
pr2?,fiithat  he  died  in  Mexico/ 

they  claim,  there  are  con- 

iuLdwns-Hin  the  testim°"y  Of 
mLni  f 1 aiu es’  even  thou£h  they 
made  telephone  calls  to  the  United 


States  to  discuss  their  then-impend- 
ing interrogation  here:  P 

• Although  other  Hughes*  aides 
described  Eric  Bundy  to  investiga- 
tors as  Hughes*  secretary  in  charge 
of  day-to-day  operations,  he  is 
quoted  as  denying  that  he  had 
spoken  to  Hughes  recently  “be 
cause  other  Hughes  assistants  pre- 
vented him  from  doing  so.” 

• Again,  although  the  aides  re- 
portedly said  that  Hughes  was  al- 
ways in  the  company  of  at  least  one 
or  two  assistants,  police  quote  Clar- 

sa^ng  that  wh3ern 
Hughes  had  fallen  from  his  chair 
a few  weeks  earlier,  causing  the  tu- 
mor  on  his  head  to  open  with  a 
great ..  loss  of  blood,  no  one  saw 
what  happened,  for  no  one  was  with 
him  at  the  time.** 

The  report  Includes  testimony  by 
hotel  and  ambulance  staff  as  well 

aaby  ”exlca"  doctor-  immigra- 
tion officials  and  three  Hughes- 
aides  who  were  held  for  question- 
ing  in  relation  to  possible  forgery 
f Hughes  signature  on  his  immi- 

?nrt  ‘ w documents-  Brides  Bundv 
and  Waldron,  Hughes  aide  Clyde 
Barrows-Crow  was  interrogated. 

l,nM?niCani  federal  poIice  are  still 
holding  a large  amount  of  equipment 

and  objects  allegedly  brought  into 
the  countiy  by  Hughes’  Summa  Corp. 
without  the  necessary  import  per- 
nuts,"  including  an  electrocardt 
graph,  a photocopier,  a shredding 
machine,  several  typewriters  and  sev. 
eral  filing  cabinets  containing  docu- 
ments. 

i U?ree  Hu6hes  a^es  have  ali 
left  Mexico.  Waldron,  who  had  been 
chained  with  falsifying  Hughes’  signa- 
ture on  the  immigration  documents 
was  released  two  days  ago  by  a fed- 

evidence  ”6  °f  SUfficienl 

Sources  in  the  Mexican  attorney 
general’s  office  say,  however,  that 
the  case  will  be  appealed  because 
prosecutors  feel  that  their  evidence 
is  sufficient  to  win  their  case. 


